ST. JOHN VIANNEY
CONNECTIONS

OUR MISSION

As followers of Jesus Christ, and as full members of the Roman Catholic Church, we, the Parish
Community of St. John Vianney, joyfully proclaim our Savior risen.

Through prayer and sacramental celebration of life in Jesus, we join as co-creators in his mission of
Justice and peace, through the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.

OUR PARISH TEAM

PASTOR

Fr. Joshy George C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 202
JoshyGeorge@archtoronto.org

ASSOCIATE PASTORS

Fr. Arun Davis C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 212
ADavis@archtoronto.org

Fr. Eduardo Lopez
705-726-8007
ELopez@archtoronto.org

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE

Paul LaPlume
705 726-8007 Ext 204
PLaplume@archtoronto.org

Mekha Jafri David
705 726-8007 Ext 206
MJafriDavid@archtoronto.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS

Wendy Gordanier
705-726-8007 Ext 201
WGordanier@archtoronto.org

Anita Curran
705-726-8007 Ext. 203
ACurran@archtoronto.org

YOUTH MINISTER

Kelly Luvisotto
705-726-8007 Ext 205
KLuvisotto@archtoronto.org

13 Baldwin Lane, Barrie, ON, L4N 2W1

CONTACT US
Phone: 705-726-8007
Email: stjohnvianneyba@archtoronto.org

CELEBRATION
OF THE
EUCHARIST

Sunday
8:00am 9:30am &
11:30am

Monday & Tuesday
7:00pm
Wednesday - Friday
9:30am

Saturday
5:00pm

CELEBRATION OF
RECONCILIATION

Saturday
4:00pm - 4:45pm
(and after our
Weekday Masses)

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 4:00pm

Closed from
12:00pm - 1:00pm
for lunch

www.stjohnvianneyba.archtoronto.org



THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

WHY ARE YOU STANDING LOOKING UP?

“The Ascension Is Not Christ Leaving the World, but
Christ Filling It With His Presence.”

The Solemnity of the Ascension often leaves us
with an image of departure. The disciples stand looking
toward heaven as Jesus is taken from their sight. It feels
like a farewell. Yet the Church invites us to understand
this mystery much more deeply. The Ascension is not the
story of Christ abandoning the world, but of Christ
entering into His glory and remaining present to His
Church in a new and powerful way.

The angels ask the disciples: “Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up toward heaven?” (Acts
1:11). It is a profound question. The disciples cannot
remain frozen between memory and mission. The Risen
Lord now sends them into the world to continue His
saving work. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches that in the Ascension, “Christ’s humanity enters
into the glory of God once and for all” (CCC 665). In Jesus,
human nature itself is lifted into heaven. This is one of the
greatest theological truths of our faith. The Ascension
reveals not only where Christ has gone, but also the
destiny prepared for humanity. Heaven is no longer
closed. Through Christ, humanity has entered the very
life of God.

St. Leo the Great beautifully wrote, “The
Ascension of Christ is our elevation.” The Lord does not
ascend to distance Himself from us, but to draw us
upward toward eternal communion with the Father.
This feast also marks the beginning of the Church’s
missionary identity. Before ascending, Jesus gives what
the Church calls the “Great Commission”: “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). The
Church exists to evangelize. As St. Paul VI wrote
in Evangelii Nuntiandi, “The Church exists in order to
evangelize.,” The Ascension reminds wus that
Christianity is never passive or private. Faith must
move outward. The disciples who once hid in fear are
now sent into the world with courage and
responsibility.

This mission continues today through the life of
the Church. Every parish, every family, every believer
participates in Christ’s work of sanctifying the world. At
St. John Vianney Parish, we see this lived concretely
through the sacraments, Eucharistic Adoration, daily
confessions, catechesis, outreach, fellowship, and the
many quiet acts of faith and service offered by
parishioners each day.

The Ascension also reveals something deeply
comforting about Christ’'s presence. Although Jesus
ascends bodily to the Father, He does not become absent.
Vatican II teaches that Christ remains present in His
Church, especially in the Eucharist, in the proclamation
of the Word, in the sacraments, and in the gathered
faithful (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 7).

This is why Jesus can say with confidence: “And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:20).

Not symbolically, not emotionally alone, but

truly and sacramentally.
In a world marked by loneliness, anxiety, and uncertainty,
this promise becomes deeply personal. Many people
today carry hidden burdens, worries about family, health,
grief, relationships, or spiritual struggles. Some feel
distant from God even while trying to remain faithful. The
Ascension reminds us that Christ has not withdrawn from
human suffering. Rather, the glorified Lord continues to
accompany His people through the Holy Spirit.

The second reading from Ephesians offers a
beautiful prayer that “the eyes of your heart” may be
enlightened (Ephesians 1:18). St. Paul is speaking about
spiritual vision, the ability to see life not merely from an
earthly perspective, but through the light of eternity.

The Gospel also honestly tells us that even as the
disciples worshiped Jesus, “some doubted” (Matthew
28:17). What a deeply human moment. Faith does not
eliminate every struggle or question. Yet Christ still
entrusts His mission to imperfect disciples. The Church
has always been a community of believers learning daily
to trust more deeply. Perhaps that is why the Ascension
speaks so powerfully to our own time. We are often
tempted either to look backward with fear or upward
without action. Yet Christ calls us outward, into the
reality of the world, carrying His presence to others.

The Ascension asks every Christian a serious
question: will we merely admire Christ from a distance,
or will we become witnesses of His Gospel? There are
people longing for hope, for meaning, for mercy, for
healing. There are families carrying silent wounds, young
people searching for direction, elderly persons longing
not to be forgotten, and many who hunger spiritually
without even realizing it. Christ now reaches them
through His Church, through ordinary believers living
extraordinary faith in daily life.

May this Solemnity of the Ascension renew in us
the awareness that we are not abandoned. Christ reigns in
glory, intercedes for His people, and remains truly
present within His Church. And may we, the people of St.
John Vianney Parish, never simply stand looking upward,
but become joyful witnesses who bring the hope of
heaven into the heart of the world.

a Today, there will be a second collection for the
; |

l", Wl | Pope’s Pastoral Works. These funds are passed on
countries stricken by war, famine and natural disasters. The
Pope’s Pastoral Works displays Christ's love and
compassion for people in desperate need. Please give

generously.
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FOR THE WEEK

5:00 pm For the deceased members of
The Bench & McNally Families
Requested by: Paul and Susan Bench

8:00 am % Alfred Cobb
Requested by: Family

9:30 am ¥ Luigi Pezza & & Domenic Pecchia
Requested by: Family

11:30 am For the deceased members of
The Macdonell & Cooper Families
Requested by: Rosemarie Macdonell

9:30 am SPECIAL MASS TIME
i Ettore D’Antonio
Requested by: Rita & Joseph D'Antonio

7:00 pm ¥ Robert Westhaver
Requested by: The Abspoel Family

7:00 pm ® Donnelly Brothers
Requested by: Lynne Askey

7:00 pm % Sheila Terry
Requested by: Lynne Askey

7:00 pm @ Catherine Sloan
Requested by: Staff & Students of St. Gabriel the
Archangel School

7:00 pm & Maria Thuy Mai &
%+ Joseph Hien Tran
Requested by: The Tran & Nguyen Families

7:00 pm ¥ Salvatore & Giuseppina Pisani,

+ Angelo & Carmella Mongillo, & Rose Perfetti
and t Rocco & Rosa Cotugno

Requested by: Stefanie & Anthony Cotugno

7:00 pm For the living and deceased members of
The CWL

9:30 am T Lawrence & Davis Kim and Family
Requested by: Anna Kim

9:30 am ¥ Ed Henderson
Requested by: Colette Henderson

9:30 am ¥ Joe Egerton
Requested by: Nancy & Clarence Joncas

9:30 am ¥ Fred Aloise & Family
Requested by: Maria Aloise

9:30 am T Sheila Terry
Requested by: Anne Walker

9:30 am ¥ Paul Lindros
Requested by: Mary Lindros

9:30 am For the deceased members of The Menalo Family
Requested by: Mary Conte

9:30 am For the special intentions of
Winfred Brownridge
Requested by: Angela Brownridge

9:30 am For the special intentions of
Selma Taylor

Requested by: Loma, Ed and Family &
Janine and Family

Please join us at our Welcome Wednesday
Drop-In for fun activities, plenty of conversation

and refreshments. We meet every Wednesday

R & 4 Our  Eucharistic  Ministry to the
RS/ !
/)¢ Homebound needs you! Please call the
fuencses— parish - office if you are interested in
joining this very rewarding ministry. The need for the
Eucharist in our community is ever growing. We pray you
are able to share a small amount of your time with us.

Bible Study is CANCELLED for Monday, May 18t

The Parish office will be closed on Monday, May
18 in observance of Victoria Day. Have a safe
and happy long weekend!

e SPRING FOOD DRIVE

The Knights of Columbus and the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul have teamed up for a much needed food drive. The
Knights will be handing out bags after all the Masses NEXT weekend
and will then collect them the following weekend, May 30t & 31st.
Some much needed food items include; school snacks, cereal, peanut
butter, jam, Kraft Dinner, cookies, crackers, spaghetti sauce, coffee,
tea, juice boxes, cakes mixes, sugar, pancake mix and syrup, canned
meat, canned pasta, canned fruit, toilet paper and toiletries.
Please be careful not to bring in expired food or pasta
(we have an excess of dried pasta!)
Thank you for your support!

® Crochet & Knitting Gathering @

Join us Thursday, May 28th after the 9:30 am Mass in the
Blackwell Room for a crochet and knitting social. Thank you to
all making squares for Youth Haven, and welcome to anyone
who'd like to join this project. Refreshments provided.
Please RSVP to Kelly at 705-726-8007 ext. 205.

A Day with Mary

The Archdiocese of Toronto invites you to A Day with Mary on Saturday, May
30t at Villanova College in King:City. This family friendly day will include Holy
Mass with His Eminence Frank Cardinal Leo, the Rosary, confessions, a keynote
address and children’s catechesis. Elnjoy mugiqfeﬂ ship and more. For more
information, registration please visit the/link: https://www.zeffy.com/en-
CA/ticketing/a—day—with—mary/{‘f ’ a2

— The St. Jolw Viewwny CWL Spring Teaw
g will be held on Saturday, May 30" from
— 12:00pm-2:00pm. There will be door
prizes and entertainment. Tickets are $25 each and will be sold
after all the Masses. Tickets will not be available at the door.

JOIN OUR MUSIC MINISTRTY!!

If you or someone you know wishes to share
their talents with us, please call the parish
office, or speak to Fr. Joshy directly. Thank youl!

NO FELLOWSHIP THIS WEEKEND

N

REMEMBRANCE ANNOUNCEMENT
¥ Patty Lavine and ¥ Leonesa Pires

@ Please pray for those who-are sick:

Aria Russo & Maureen McMorow
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¥ Welcoming newmembers! www.expediacruises.ca/Raymond Haggan
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O@W Serving Barrie & surrounding areas
Funeral and Cremation : Olldalnd . O dlE

Services Inc.

600-55 Cedar Pointe Drive
Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7
Phone: 705 728-8282

Fax: 705 728-8238
info@legacyfuneral.ca

Matt Drury
Funeral Director/Owner

Knights of Columbus
Council 10370

* Professional Painters * Driveway snow removal
» Home improvements / repairs  + Junk removal service

416.550.6423 www.cthandyman.ca

KAREN E. JOKINEN LL.B

Certified Specialist in Criminal Law

Truck-Mounted Steam Cleaning Specialist!
*Carpets *Rugs *Upholstery *Tile & Grout

@BBW @MWE]@ Sam Bertucci 705-321-9045

BARRIE sam@samscarpetcleaning.com

Sams,

¢/ InBarrie

Full time and part time

2 L §T. MARYS CATHOLIC CEMETERY

In keeping with your Catholic Faith

spaces available in September

o I Play based learning in
a loving Catholic home!

Y 705-309-3311
) beccabranch@outlook.com :

,) Barrie, ON —\{ ,)4‘ 2

Contact;
Jim Smith - Grand Knight 35 Clapperton St.
SRS barriecriminallaw.com 705-720-111
i . e”"““"" .
NWWULQ' NOOk CARE - NON EMERGENCY R - "‘%_E
TRANSPORT o

Services in Barrie, Orillia, Midland,
Collingwood and surrounding area.

Bobby Kurian

Tl |T 208 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie 705-726-393|
Sales Representative
s o

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

iProRealty
-
Cell: 705-500-3332

Office: 905-268-1000
bob.kurian@gmail.com I

Youn commundty's tussted. funenal providen
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PLUMBING IN(

BKIO 75 722-7204

uamart

WATER SYSTEMS

AQ
Yours ¢an be too!

705-721-4060
aquamart.ca

ROOMS FOR RENT

Family Home
Quiet Neighbourhood
Rosary Prayed Daily

A Adams Funeral Home

h T ANT
& Cremation Services S
445 Vincent Sree, Barrie, ON. 706-728-4344 ; ;
od Eless O 0

Sally Travels & Tours
Air Tickets, Vacation Packages,
Cruises, Hotels

Travel@nlg

Yowjo urney %1arts hero e

249-880-7200

—Eromosele Odijie
Travel Expert

-8 =
Tata - CLIK

TICO #4316071

eodijie@travelonly.com
<, 7053055036

@ https://sallytravels.travelonly.com
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Respite stays available
985 Innisfil Beach Road.
Innisfil, ON
Call today to book a Tour
705-431-8105

ENAJONES

Al Jones, creciuicon
Certified Financial Planner
Chartered Life Underwriter

Member of Advocis

Specializing in Tax Efficient
Estate Planning

Office: 705.721.0450
www.aljoneswealth.ca

Your Dreams. Your Goals. Your Plan.



