ST. JOHN VIANNEY
CONNECTIONS

OUR MISSION

As followers of Jesus Christ, and as full members of the Roman Catholic Church, we, the Parish
Community of St. John Vianney, joyfully proclaim our Savior risen.

Through prayer and sacramental celebration of life in Jesus, we join as co-creators in his mission of
Jjustice and peace, through the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.

CELEBRATION
OF THE
OUR PARISH TEAM EUCHARIST

PASTOR “If vou love me Sunday
Fr. Joshy George C.M.I. Yy d 8:00am 9:30am &

705-726-8007 Ext. 202 you will keep my 11:30am

JoshyGeorge@archtoronto.org
commandments.
ASSOCIATE PASTORS
Monday & Tuesday

Fr. Arun Davis C.M.1. 7:00pm
705-726-8007 Ext. 212
ADavis@archtoronto.org

”

Wednesday - Friday
9:30am

Fr. Eduardo Lopez
705-726-8007

ELopez@archtoronto.org Saturday
LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE . 5:00pm

Paul LaPlume

705 726-8007 Ext 204 CELEBRATION OF
PLaplume@archtoronto.org RECONCILIATION

Mekha Jafri David
MJafriDavid@archtoronto.org Saturday
OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS 4:00pm - 4:45pm

Wendy Gordanier (and after our

705-726-8007 Ext 201 Weekday Masses)
WGordanier@archtoronto.org

Anita Curran

705-726-8007 Ext. 203 OFFICE HOURS
ACurran@archtoronto.org Monday - Friday

YOUTH MINISTER 9:00am - 4:00pm
Kelly Luvisotto Closed from
705-726-8007 Ext 205 CONTACT US 12:00pm - 1:00pm

KLuvisotto@archtoronto.org Phone: 705-726-8007 for lunch

Email: stjohnvianneyba@archtoronto.org
***Emergency due to death or serious illness, press 9.

13 Baldwin Lane, Barrie, ON, L4N 2W1 www.stjohnvianneyba.archtoronto.org



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

“l WILL NoT LEAVE YOU ORPHANED”

here are moments in life when the human heart quietly asks a
question it rarely says aloud: Ami I alone?

A young person searching for direction, parents
carrying silent worries for their children, elderly parishioners
sitting beside an empty chair once occupied by a beloved
spouse, families navigating uncertainty about the future, all
know this hidden ache. Even in crowded homes and connected
societies, many people carry within themselves a profound
loneliness. Our age is rich in communication, yet poor in
communion; rich in information, yet often starving for hope.

Into that very human experience, the words of Jesus in
today’s Gospel enter with extraordinary tenderness: “I will not
leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.” (John 14:18)

This is not merely comforting language. It is a divine
promise. Christ speaks these words on the night before His
Passion, when the shadow of the Cross is already falling upon
the Upper Room. The disciples are troubled, fearful, uncertain
about what lies ahead. Yet Jesus does not offer them easy
optimism; instead, He offers them His abiding Presence
through the Holy Spirit.

The Gospel of this Sixth Sunday of Easter invites us to
rediscover a truth that many Christians forget in practice: our
faith is not primarily about rules, customs, or obligations.
Christianity begins with a relationship, the living relationship
between Christ and the human soul. The commandments are
not burdens imposed from outside; they are the language of
love flowing from communion with God. That is why Jesus
says, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (John
14:15)

Love comes first. Obedience follows. The saints
understood this deeply. St. Augustine once wrote, “Love God,
and do what you will.” He did not mean that love removes moral
responsibility. Rather, authentic love transtorms the heart so
profoundly that one begins to desire what is good, holy, and
true. A disciple who genuinely loves Christ gradually learns to
think with Christ, forgive like Christ, and serve like Christ.

This transformation is visible in the First Reading from
the Acts of the Apostles. Philip goes down to Samaria, a place
marked by division and suspicion, yet the Gospel breaks
barriers that human history had built. Scripture tells us that
“there was great joy in that city.” The presence of Christ changes
the atmosphere of human life. Fear gives way to hope, isolation
to communion, despair to joy.

The Apostles Peter and John then lay hands upon the
believers so that they might receive the Holy Spirit. Here we
glimpse the beauty of the Church’s sacramental life. God does
not save us in abstraction. Grace comes through encounter,
through the laying on of hands, through the apostolic ministry
of the Church. What began in the Upper Room continues
through every generation. Every Baptism, every Confirmation,
every Eucharist becomes a continuation of Pentecost in the life
of the faithful.

How desperately our world still needs the Holy
Spirit. We live in a culture increasingly marked by anxiety,
anger, and spiritual exhaustion. Many people are materially
comfortable yet inwardly weary. There is much noise, but very
little peace. Social media can magnify outrage; public discourse
often rewards division rather than understanding. Even within
families and communities, patience can become fragile.

Yet Christ does not abandon His Church to the
confusion of the age. He sends “another Advocate,” the Spirit

of Truth. The Holy Spirit is not an abstract force or distant
symbol. The Spirit is God dwelling within us, guiding,
correcting, strengthening, consoling, and sanctifying the
believer from within.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church beautifully
teaches: “The Holy Spirit, whom Christ the head pours out on
his members, builds, animates, and sanctifies the Church.” (CCC
747)

This means that the Christian life is never meant to be
lived merely by human effort. Too often people approach
holiness as though it were simply self-improvement. But
holiness is first the work of grace. The Spirit shapes saints out of
ordinary people who are willing to surrender themselves to God
day by day.

One of the striking features of today’s Second Reading
is St. Peter’s call to gentle witness “Always be ready to make
your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
reverence.” (1 Peter 3:15-16)

What a necessary message for our times. Christians are
not called to win arguments more than they are called to reveal
Christ. The world does not need louder disciples; it needs holier
disciples. A faith that lacks compassion ceases to sound like the
Gospel. Truth and charity must never be separated.

Perhaps the most convincing testimony to Christianity
is not intellectual brilliance but transformed lives. A forgiving
spouse, a patient caregiver, a young person choosing integrity
over popularity, a parishioner quietly serving the poor, these
become living homilies through which Christ continues to
speak.

At St. John Vianney Parish, I often witness this hidden
holiness. I see it in volunteers who faithfully serve without
recognition, in families who continue to trust God through trials,
in seniors who remain steadfast in prayer, in children learning
to love Jesus with simplicity and joy. These are not small things.
They are signs that the Spirit is alive among us.

Our patron saint, St. John Vianney, understood that
renewal begins not with grand strategies but with hearts
surrendered to God. He once said, “Tle Holy Spirit leads us like a
mother.” What a beautiful image for the Easter season. God does
not abandon His people to wander alone. He accompanies us
patiently, even when faith feels weak or prayer feels dry.

There are parishioners reading this reflection today
who may be carrying burdens invisible to others. Some are
grieving; some are discouraged; some are quietly questioning
whether God still sees them. Today’s Gospel is meant for you.
Christ does not merely observe your suffering from a distance.
He enters it. The risen Lord remains near even when He seems
hidden. Easter does not remove the Cross from human life, but
it reveals that suffering never has the final word.

In every Eucharist, the promise of Jesus becomes real
again: “I am coming to you.” The Lord who walked with the
disciples on the road to Emmaus still walks with His Church. He
comes through His Word, through the Sacraments, through the
love of the Christian community, and through the quiet action
of the Holy Spirit within the heart.

May this Sunday become an invitation not merely to
admire the Gospel, but to live it. May our parish become a place
where people encounter not only religious activity, but the
living presence of Christ. May every family in our community
know that they are never abandoned by God. And may the
promise of Jesus echo within our hearts throughout this Easter
season: “Because I live, you also will live.” (John 14:19)
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FOR THE WEEK

5:00 pm ¥ Mario Moschella
Requested by: Family

8:00 am ¥ Lawrence & Davis Kim
and Family

Requested by: Anna Kim

9:30 am % Anne Paolozzi
Requested by: Christopher Paolozzi
11:30 am % Ana Miriam DeMontes
Requested by: Family

7:00 pm ¥ Osvaldo Ricci
Requested by: Kathy Ricci

7:00 pm For the special intentions of
The Haughey Family

Requested by: Susan O'Reilly

7:00 pm ¥ Reanice Allen
Requested by: Jim Smith

7:00 pm ¥ Stephen Roach
Requested by: Shelley Smith

7:00 pm ¥ Maria & Ana Diaz
Requested by: Fernanda Moreira
7:00 pm ¥ Kathy Dunn

Requested by: SSVP

7:00 pm For the deceased members of
The Papala Family

Requested by: Mary Conte

9:30 am For the special intentions of
Aria Russo

Requested by: Pisani Family

9:30 am ¥ Mary & B.J. Ronan
Requested by: Suzanne Prior

9:30 am T Sam & Robyn Waskies
Requested by: Linda Lacasse

9:30 am ¥ Andrew Famiglietti
Requested by: Family

9:30 am T Fred Aloise and Family
Requested by: Maria Aloise

9:30 am ¥ Mary Jim Johnston
Requested by: Mary Austin Johnston

9:30 am T Gary Daigle
Requested by: Florence Daigle

9:30 am ¥ For the deceased members
of the KofC

9:30 am For the special intentions of
Edwina Smith
Requested by: Shelley Smith

9:30 am For the special intentions of
Maureen Austin
Requested by: Mary Cremin

9:30 am For the special intentions of
Martin & Daniel Cremin
Requested by: Mary Cremin

9:30 am For the special intentions of
Winfred Brownridge

Requested by: Angela Brownridge

PP PP EPEP PP T W &P P 8PP EP 8P PP

u@' Our Eucharistic Ministry to the Homebound needs
etv¢ you! Please call the parish office if you are

e~ interested in joining this very rewarding ministry. The
need for the Eucharist in our community is ever growing. We pray
you are able to share a small amount of your time with us.

May 11* —Genesis: 5. All are welcome!

A Day with Mary
The Archdiocese of Toronto invites you to A Day with Mary on Saturday, May

30t at Villanova College in KingCity. This family friendly day will include Holy
Mass with His Eminence Frank Cardinal Leo, the Rosary, confessions, a keynote
address and children’s catechesis. Enjoy mu/AqfeM ship and more. For more

information, registration please visit the lin ://www.zeffy.com/en-
CA/ticketing/a-day-with-mary

“Blessed is She” Women's Group:
Join us on Tuesday, May 12t, for a relaxed
J evening of fellowship and conversation.
’\l W~ Refreshments will be provided, and participants
are welcome to bring something to share. Come as you are — all
ages welcome! We meet on the second Tuesday of each month

after the 7:00 pm Mass
P NEW FALL TRIP ITINIRARY
M Fr. Joshy has changed the itinerary for this years Fall trip.
= We will now be exploring Eastern Europe. There are a
few flyers available at the Welcome Desk. Please feel
free to take pictures of it. It you are interested in attending an
information session, please call the office.

v e The St. Jolwv Viewww CWL Spring Teow

— "W / will be held on Saturday, May 30 from

e 12:00pm-2:00pm. There will be door

prizes and entertainment. Tickets are $25 each and will be sold
after all the Masses. Tickets will not be available at the door.

Please join us at our Welcome Wednesday Drop-In
for fun activities, plenty of conversation and
refreshments. We meet every Wednesday from
10:00 am-1:00 pm.
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We are growing! Fr. Joshy's vision for our Music Ministry

includes a Choir for the 5:00pm, 2:30am & 11:30am

Masses, including a Youth Choir, with each Choir having
its own leader. This new endeavour requires many new members.
We are looking for people who love to sing, play the organ, piano
or another musical insfrument. If you or someone you know wishes
to share their talents with us, please call the parish office, or speak
to Fr. Joshy directly. Thank you!

FELLOWSHIP
Join us after the 9:30 & 11:30 Masses for Fellowship.
We encourage you to sit at a different table and get
to know someone new. This is a wonderful way to
make new friends and grow our parish family. This week’s hosts
are volunteers from the parish.

REMEMBRANCE ANNOUNCEMENT

¥ Joe Egerton - Funeral May 12t @ 12:00 at SJV
& Karen Prospero- Funeral June 5 @ 4:30 at SJV
¥ Maria Cabral, # Nuala Evans and ¥ Robert Westhaver

Maureen McMorow

? Please pray for those who-awe sick:




Our expertise.
Your peace of miind.

Expedia Cruises

Air, Land & Sea Vacations

Raymond Haggan
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* Driveway snow removal
+ Junk removal service

N CWL
Welcoming new members! www.expediacruises.ca/Raymond Haggan
= Contact: Woen Russeee | email: rhaggan@expediacruises.com
Real Estate - Wills and Estates - Corporate Call: 705-220-4781
7051264007208
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Pick local. Live green.
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o@ﬁa(/y Serving Barrie & surrounding areas
Fune and Cremaion bolland | Associa * Professional Painters
omas Bolland * Home improvements / repairs
0 B 0
Matt Drury | 600-55 Cedar Pointe Drive bollandassociates.co 416.550.6423 www.cthandyman.ca
Funeral Director/Owner | Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7

Phone: 705 728-8282
Fax: 705 728-8238
info@legacyfuneral.ca

Knights of Columbus
Council 10370

KAREN E. JOKINEN LL.B

Certified Specialist in Criminal Law

Contact:
Jim Smith - Grand Knight 35 Clapperton St.
705-970-8013 barriecriminallaw.com 705-720-111

Truck-Mounted Steam Cleaning Specialist!
*Carpets *Rugs *Upholstery *Tile & Grout

@HBW @MWE]@ Sam Bertucci 705-321-9045

BARRIE sam@samscarpetcleaning.com

Sams,

2 L §T. MARYS CATHOLIC CEMETERY

208 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie 705-726-393|
Tl |T www.catholic-cemeteries.com
In keeping with your Catholic Faith

Nuwrtwring Nook
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Full time and part time

spaces available in September 1]
L1l Play based learning in | ( (
& a loving Catholic home!

% 705-309-3311 r
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) beccabranch@outlook.com

Barrie, ON

Bobby Kurian
Sales Representative
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Cell: 705-500-3332
Office: 905-268-1000

@plumbtc?&

bob.kurian@gmail.com |@l]ﬂ (705) 722-720
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PLUMBING IN(

Family Home
Quiet Neighbourhood
Rosary Prayed Daily

The water at our church is provided by

/) Aquamart

/4 WATER SYSTEMS

Yours ¢can be too!

705-721-4060
aquamart.ca

249-880-7200

) ) [
b op 1l b
Pl Lokeside
M erement

Respite stays available
985 Innisfil Beach Road.
Innisfil, ON
Call today to book a Tour
705-431-8105

Sally Travels & Tours ™
Air Tickets, Vacation Packages, )
Cruises, Hotels

Travel@nlg

_Your journey starts here Eromosel Odijie
Travel Expert
eodijie@travelonly.com ACA 9% 0
TICO #4316071

<, 7053055036

@ https://sallytravels.travelonly.com

ENAJONES

Al Jones, creciuicon
Certified Financial Planner
Chartered Life Underwriter
Member of Advocis

Specializing in Tax Efficient

Estate Planning

Office: 705.721.0450
www.aljoneswealth.ca

Your Dreams. Your Goals. Your Plan.




