ST. JOHN VIANNEY
CONNECTIONS

OUR MISSION

As followers of Jesus Christ, and as full members of the Roman Catholic Church, we, the Parish
Community of St. John Vianney, joyfully proclaim our Savior risen.

Through prayer and sacramental celebration of life in Jesus, we join as co-creators in his mission of

Jjustice and peace, through the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.

OUR PARISH TEAM
PASTOR

Fr. Joshy George C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 202
JoshyGeorge@archtoronto.org

ASSOCIATE PASTORS

Fr. Arun Davis C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 212
ADavis@archtoronto.org

Fr. Eduardo Lopez
705-726-8007
ELopez@archtoronto.org

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE

Paul LaPlume
705 726-8007 Ext 204
PLaplume@archtoronto.org

Mekha Jafri David
MJafriDavid@archtoronto.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS

Wendy Gordanier
705-726-8007 Ext 201
WGordanier@archtoronto.org

Anita Curran
705-726-8007 Ext. 203
ACurran@archtoronto.org

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Marilyn Reesor
705-726-8007 Ext 206
MReesor@archtoronto.org

YOUTH MINISTER

Kelly Luvisotto
705-726-8007 Ext 205
KLuvisotto@archtoronto.org

CONTACT US
Phone: 705-726-8007
Email: stjohnvianneyba@archtoronto.org
***Emergency due to death or serious illness, press 9.

13 Baldwin Lane, Barrie, ON, L4N 2W1

CELEBRATION
OF THE
EUCHARIST

Sunday
8:00am 9:30am &
11:30am

Monday & Tuesday
7:00pm
Wednesday - Friday
9:30am

Saturday
5:00pm

CELEBRATION OF
RECONCILIATION

Saturday
4:00pm - 4:45pm
(and after our
Weekday Masses)

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 4:00pm

Closed from
12:00pm - 1:00pm
for lunch

www.stjohnvianneyba.archtoronto.org



THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

“Stay With Us, Lord... Our Hearts Are Still Burning”

There are moments in life when we walk away
quietly, carrying questions we cannot answer. Like the two
disciples on the road to Emmaus, we move forward, but our
hearts feel heavy. We speak, we explain, we analyze, yet
something within us remains unsettled. We had hoped for
something more; we expected clarity, but instead we
encounter silence.

The Gospel today invites us into that very human
moment. “We had hoped that he was the one to redeem
Israel” (Luke 24:21). These are not just the words of two
disciples; they are the words of every heart that has
experienced disappointment, confusion, or loss. Perhaps
some of us carry similar hopes today, hopes for healing in
our families, peace in a troubled world, stability in uncertain
times, or strength in personal struggles. We walk, we talk,
we wonder... and sometimes we feel that the Lord is absent.

Yet, the beauty of this Gospel is not in the disciples’
disappointment, but in what happens next. Jesus draws
near. Quietly, gently, without force or interruption, “Jesus
himself came near and went with them” (Luke 24:15). They did
not recognize Him; still, He walked with them. This is the
first great truth for us today: even when we do not recognize
Him, the Risen Lord walks with us.

In the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles,
Peter stands before the crowd and proclaims boldly the
mystery of Jesus. He speaks of a God who is not distant, but
deeply involved in human history: “God raised hin up, having
freed him from death” (Acts 2:24). The Resurrection is not
simply an event of the past; it is the living presence of Christ
among His people. What Peter proclaims publicly is what
the disciples on the road experience personally. And this is
where Scripture meets our life. Sometimes we are like Peter,
strong in faith, proclaiming confidently; at other times, we
are like the disciples, confused and searching. The Church
holds both realities together, because faith is not always a
straight line; it is often a journey.

The Second Reading from the First Letter of Peter
deepens this understanding. We are reminded that our faith
is not based on temporary or superficial things, but on
something infinitely precious: “You were ransomed... not with
perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ” (1 Peter 1:18-19). Our worth, our identity, and our
hope are rooted in the love of Christ, a love that has already
passed through suffering and death and emerged victorious.

The Emmaus story gently reminds us that faith is
often rekindled not in dramatic moments, but in quiet
encounters. Jesus does not immediately reveal Himself;
instead, He listens, He explains, He walks with them. He
opens the Scriptures to them, helping them see that their
suffering is not meaningless, but part of a greater plan of
salvation.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “Tlhe
Paschal mystery of Christ... is at the center of the Good News that
the Apostles... are to proclaim to the world” (CCC 571). This
mystery is not only to be proclaimed; it is to be lived and
experienced. The disciples come to understand this not
through argument, but through encounter. And then comes
the turning point. At table, in the simple act of breaking

bread, their eyes are opened. “He was made known to them in
the breaking of the bread” (Luke 24:35). What they could not
grasp on the road, they recognize in the Eucharist.

Here is the heart of our Christian life. Every time we
gather for Mass, we are on the road to Emmaus. We come
with our stories, our questions, our burdens. We listen to the
Word of God, which opens our minds and hearts. And then,
in the Eucharist, Christ reveals Himself to us, not in a distant
or abstract way, but in a real and personal presence.

Dear friends, this changes everything. It means that
our journey is never meaningless. It means that our struggles
are not wasted. It means that even when we feel lost, we are
not alone. Christ is walking with us, speaking to us, and
waiting to reveal Himself.

But there is one more movement in the Gospel that
we must not miss. After recognizing Jesus, the disciples do
not remain where they are. “That same hour they got up and
returned to Jerusalem” (Luke 24:33). Their encounter leads to
mission. Their hearts, once heavy, are now burning with new
life.

This is the invitation for us today. We are not called
only to receive; we are called to respond. Our faith is not
meant to remain private or passive. When we truly encounter
the Risen Lord, something within us changes. We begin to
see differently, to love more deeply, to live with renewed
purpose.

Here at St. John Vianney Parish, I see this Emmaus
journey unfolding every day. I see it in families who continue
to come to Mass faithfully; in young people preparing for the
sacraments; in those who return to confession after long time;
in the quiet acts of service carried out by so many in our
community. These are not small things; they are signs that
the Risen Lord is alive and active among us.

Perhaps today, the Lord is inviting each of us to take
one step closer. Maybe it is a deeper attention to the Word of
God; maybe it is a renewed commitment to the Eucharist;
maybe it is the courage to trust again, to forgive, or to begin
anew. Wherever you find yourself on the journey, remember
this: the Lord is already walking with you.

And so, let us make the prayer of the disciples our
own, not just as words, but as a way of life: “Stay with us,
Lord.” Stay with us in our homes, in our struggles, in our
hopes, and in our hearts. If we allow Him to remain, we will
discover what the disciples discovered, that even in the
darkest moments, our hearts can burn again with faith, hope,
and love.

WELCOME WEDNESDAY

Please join us at our Welcome Wednesday Drop-In

for fun activities, plenty of conversation and

Do you wish to share your culinary skills?

6\“ Fr. Joshy is looking for a part-time cook for
¢ & the Rectory. If you are interested in finding
M out more, please call the parish office!

Join us after the 9:30am & 11:30am Masses for refreshments This

week, the Holy Cross School Community will host. We hope to
see you there!
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FOR THE WEEK

Saturday 5:00 pm @ Larry White

April 18" Requested by: The White Family
Sunday 8:00 am ¥ Francis Loyola

April 19t Requested by: Family

9:30 am w Sharon Neally
Requested by: Linda Lacasse

11:30 am 7 Idalina Veliz-Almeida &
7 Rafael Almeida-Landaburu
Requested by: The Almeida-Pasko

Family
Monday 7:00 pm ¥ Lady Joan Belanger
April 20 Requested by: The Knights of Columbus
Tuesday 7:00 pm For the living and deceased
April 21¢ members of the CWL
Wednesday 9:30 am T Lawrence & Davis Kim
April 22nd and Family

Requested by: Anna Kim
Thursday 9:30 am w Van Basubas
April 23 Requested by: Family
Friday 9:30 am T Fred Aloise & Family
April 24t Requested by: Maria Aloise

9:30 am W Joan Belanger
Requested by: Les & Mary Watts

9:30 am  Ron Collingbourne
Requested by: Family

9:30 am For the special intentions of
Mary Karen
Requested by: Jennifer

9:30 am For the special intentions of
the Winfred Brownridge
Requested by: Angela Brownridge
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Come one and all to a fun-filled games night in the Parish
Hall! Bring your favourite board games, a deck of cards or
some dice and teach someone a new game! Bring your own
beverages, drink cups and a snack to enjoy; everyone will
be responsible for their own dishes. We look forward to
an enjoyable evening getting to know fellow parishioners.

BIR|E  BibleStudy Mondays @ 7:30pm!

t;‘gy April 20" — Genesis: Chapter 2
All are welcome, registration is no longer
needed.

Parish Games Night - Friday,
] May 1, 2026, 6:30pm-8:30pm

2026 Offertory Envleopes are available at the
Welocme Desk. If you are using envelopes from a
previous year, please discard and pick up a new box.
oseer iy This will help avoid having your donation credited to
someone else. Thanks so much for your support!

UPCOMING YOUTH MINISTRY
GATHERINGS

P 3"‘8: :'\::\\nuﬂ +
May 8 - 6:30 PM - Growing with Jesus
Sat, Jun 20 - Summer Break BBQ (TBD)

p;,\ﬂ 51
" Fri, Apr17 - 7:00 PM - St. Therese

Sat, May 2 - 3:30 PM - Sister April Visit
Sat, Jun 20 - Summer Break BBQ (TBD)

Apr18 - 3:30-5:00 PM - Faith & Mental
Health (Mass to follow)
May 2 - 3:30 PM - Sister April Visit
Sat, June 20 - Summer Break BBQ (TBD)

SUMMER PROGRAMS
Jul10 - Overnight Retreat (Grades 5-8)
St. John Vianney Church

Jul13-17 - 9:00 AM-1:00 PM - Growing in
Faith Camp (JK-Grade 4)

Questions? Reach out to Youth Minister ~ Kelly
kluvisotto@archtoronto.org or 705-726-8007 Ext. 205

Women of St John Vianney Parish, our Catholic
Women's League needs you. We need your faith,
talents, experience, youth, age, and your hands to
serve. Our pillars of Faith, Service and Social
Justice guide us to our purpose in our deeds. The
CWL is present in our parish, our community and
our Diocese. Each member contributes in their unique way: big or
small; locally or nationally; seen or unseen. Please consider
becoming a member and making a difference representing Catholic
women across the country.

Please join us for our next meeting Tuesday April 21, 2026,
following 7 pm Mass. Our guest speaker will be Father
Eduardo Lopez.

“As Christians, each of us is called to respect the dignity of all
persons and the sacredness of human life. In a spirit of love,
we are also called to be present to those who suffer, to care
with them and for them and to comfort them, especially at the
end of life’s journey” (Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops)

National Hospice Palliative Care week is May 3-9, 2026. The St
John Vianney Catholic Women'’s League invites all parishioners to
recognize this week through prayer for those receiving palliative
care, their families and, caregivers and, if able, to contribute items
for comfort packs that provide gentle care and support supplies
for our local hospice and palliative care facilities and programs.
Suggested donations include lip balm, unscented lotions, small
bottles of shampoo, tissues (Kleenex), baby wipes, blankets, socks,
rosaries, manicure sets, deodorant, washcloths, and gift cards such
as grocery or pharmacy. A full list is available on the parish
bulletin board. Items may be left in the hall on Sundays, April 26
and May 3.

REMEMBRANCE ANNOUNCEMENT
¥ Baby Chloe

Heather Godin, Shawn Hunter and Irene
Zsigmond

? Please pravy for those who-ave sick:
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. Annie B & Expedia Cruises
one: 7 s pEa . .
. " " Air, Land & Sea Vacations
Our expertise. o L > -
Your peace of mind. [ B-260 Raymond Haggan
'-'I Welcoming new members! www.expediacruises.ca/Raymond Haggan
= Contact: Hecen Russett | email: rhaggan@expediacruises.com !
Real Estate ~ Wills and Estates  Corporate i705 726 sou7x208 Ofﬁce: (705) 727_7681 Ext187
Maria Hardie Susan van Amelsvoort 1E
Board Trustee Board Trustee [—4 ARMS
Barrie Wards 6-10 Barrie Wards 1-5 Ehenbweal, Live grea,
705.722.3555, %468 705.722.3555, ext 347 8 __:_—:__f__: “;(‘ )
Serving Barrie & surrounding areas
Fun:ral and Crcmman : Olldalnd . O ]

Services Inc.

—

600-55 Cedar Pointe Drive
Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7
Phone: 705 728-8282

Fax: 705 728-8238
info@legacyfuneral.ca

Matt Drury

Funeral Director/Owner

Knights of Columbus
Council 10370

Contact:
Jim Smith - Grand Knight
705-970-8013

* Professional Painters * Driveway snow removal
» Home improvements / repairs  + Junk removal service

416.550.6423 www.cthandyman.ca
KAREN E. JOKINEN LL.B
Certified Specialist in Criminal Law

35 Clapperton St.
barriecriminallaw.com 705-720-111

Truck-Mounted Steam Cleaning Specialist!
*Carpets *Rugs *Upholstery *Tile & Grout

@HBW @MWE]@ Sam Bertucci 705-321-9045

BARRIE sam@samscarpetcleaning.com

2 L §T. MARYS CATHOLIC CEMETERY

Tl |T 208 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie 705-726-393|

Sams,

www.catholic-cemeteries.com
In keeping with your Catholic Faith

Bobby Kurian
Sales Representative
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Cell: 705-500-3332
Office: 905-268-1000
bob.kurian@gmail.com

The water at our church is provided by

/) Aquamart
Yours ¢an be too!
705-721-4060
aquamart.ca

|B0 705 722- 720i
ROOMS FOR RENT

Family Home
Quiet Neighbourhood
Rosary Prayed Daily
249-880-7200

Sally Travels & Tours ™
Air Tickets, Vacation Packages,
Cruises, Hotels

Travel@nlg

_Your journey starts here Eromosel Odijie
Travel Expert
eodijie@travelonly.com ACA 9% 0
TICO #4316071

<, 7053055036

@ https://sallytravels.travelonly.com
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Respite stays available
985 Innisfil Beach Road.

Innisfil, ON
DR ® DR
AT DR 490 > Call today to book a Tour
! 6070 ! 746 705-431-8105

ENAJONES

Al Jones, creciuicon
Certified Financial Planner
Chartered Life Underwriter
Member of Advocis

Specializing in Tax Efficient
Estate Planning

Office: 705.721.0450
www.aljoneswealth.ca

Your Dreams. Your Goals. Your Plan.



