ST. JOHN VIANNEY
CONNECTIONS

OUR MISSION

As followers of Jesus Christ, and as full members of the Roman Catholic Church, we, the Parish

Community of St. John Vianney, joyfully proclaim our Savior risen.

Through prayer and sacramental celebration of life in Jesus, we join as co-creators in his mission of
Justice and peace, through the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.

OUR PARISH TEAM

PASTOR

Fr. Joshy George C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 202
JoshyGeorge@archtoronto.org

ASSOCIATE PASTORS

Fr. Arun Davis C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 212
ADavis@archtoronto.org

Fr. Eduardo Lopez
705-726-8007
ELopez@archtoronto.org

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE

Paul LaPlume
705 726-8007 Ext 204
PLaplume@archtoronto.org

Mekha Jafri David
MJafriDavid@archtoronto.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS

Wendy Gordanier
705-726-8007 Ext 201
WGordanier@archtoronto.org

Anita Curran
705-726-8007 Ext. 203
ACurran@archtoronto.org

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Marilyn Reesor
705-726-8007 Ext 206
MReesor@archtoronto.org

YOUTH MINISTER

Kelly Luvisotto
705-726-8007 Ext 205

CELEBRATION
OF THE
EUCHARIST

CONTACT US
Phone: 705-726-8007
Email: stjohnvianneyba@archtoronto.org

“*Emergency due to death or serious illness, press 9.

13 Baldwin Lane, Barrie, ON, L4N 2W1

Sunday
8:00am 9:30am &
11:30am

Monday & Tuesday
7:00pm
Wednesday - Friday
9:30am

Saturday
5:00pm

CELEBRATION OF
RECONCILIATION

Saturday
4:00pm - 4:45pm
(and after our
Weekday Masses)

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 4:00pm

Closed from
12:00pm - 1:00pm
for lunch

www.stjohnvianneyba.archtoronto.org



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

WATER FOR A THIRSTY WORLD

The Scriptures of this Third Sunday of
Lent lead us to a powerful and timeless image,
the image of “thirst’. Beneath the ordinary experiences of
our daily lives lies a deeper longing within the human
heart, a longing that no worldly comfort can fully satisfy.
The Word of God today reminds us that this thirst
ultimately finds its fulfillment only in Christ, the One
who offers us the living water of grace.

In the First Reading from the Book of Exodus
(17:3-7), we encounter the people of Israel wandering
through the desert. Their thirst becomes so intense that
they begin to question both Moses and God Himself.
They cry out, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill
us and our children and livestock with thirst?” Their
struggle is more than physical; it reveals the deeper
spiritual struggle of trusting God during moments of
dryness and uncertainty.

In response to their cry, the Lord instructs Moses
to strike the rock at Horeb, and water flows abundantly.
What appeared to be a barren stone becomes a source of
life. Christian tradition has long recognized in this event
a profound foreshadowing of Christ. St. Paul later writes,
“They drank from the spiritual rock that followed them,
and the rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:4). God does
not abandon His people in their thirst. Even in the desert,
He provides.

This theme reaches its fullest expression in
today’s Gospel from St. John (4:5-15, 19-26), where Jesus
encounters the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. This
moment is one of the most remarkable and deeply human
conversations recorded in the Gospels. Jesus begins with
a simple request, “Give me a drink.” Yet through this
conversation He gently leads the woman to recognize the
deeper thirst within her own life.

Jesus declares, “Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the
water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The
water that I will give will become in them a spring of
water gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:13-14).

The woman had come seeking ordinary water,
yet she encounters the One who alone can satisfy the
deepest thirst of the human soul.

We live in a time of remarkable technological
progress and material abundance, yet many people
continue to experience profound loneliness, anxiety, and
spiritual fatigue. The human heart continues to thirst for
something deeper, something lasting and true.

The Samaritan woman represents each one of us.
She carries her personal struggles and a complicated past,
yet Jesus does not approach her with condemnation or
rejection. Instead, He meets her with patience, truth, and
mercy. He awakens within her the desire for something
greater.

Our search for God begins because God has
already begun searching for us. This is the heart of the
message we hear in the Second Reading from St. Paul’s
Letter to the Romans (5:1-2, 5-8). St. Paul reminds us that
our hope does not rest on our own strength or perfection,
but on the overwhelming love of God revealed in Christ.
God meets us not when we have everything perfectly
together, but precisely when we allow Him to enter the
reality of our lives.

This is why the season of Lent is such a grace-
filled time in the life of the Church. Lent invites us to
pause amid the busyness of life and return once again to
the well of God’s mercy. Through prayer we deepen our
relationship with the Lord; through fasting we detach
ourselves from what distracts us; through charity we
allow the love of Christ to flow through us toward others.

Here at St. John Vianney Parish, we are blessed
with a special opportunity this week to renew our hearts
and deepen our spiritual journey.

On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
evenings, March 9, 10, and 11, we will have our Parish
Lenten Retreat, a sacred time to step away from our daily
routines and listen more attentively to the voice of the
Lord as we prepare our hearts for the joy of Easter.

I warmly invite every member of our parish
community, families, young adults, seniors, and all who
may be seeking renewed strength in faith, to join us for
these evenings of prayer and reflection. On the final day
of the retreat, we will also offer the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and a Healing Service, providing a
beautiful opportunity to experience God’s forgiveness,
grace, and restoration in a profound way.

Perhaps some of us feel today like the Israelites in
the desert, weary and questioning. Perhaps others
recognize themselves in the Samaritan woman, carrying
burdens that are difficult to share. The Gospel assures us
that Christ is already waiting for us at the well.

He patiently invites us to draw near and receive
the living water that alone can renew the human heart.

May this Lenten season lead each of us to that
well of grace. May our faith be strengthened, our hearts
be healed, and our lives be refreshed by the living water
of Christ.

With my prayers and blessings for you and your families,

Fr. Joshy George; CMI

Pastor

& Balwe Parish Games Night - Friday,
- Mus wal March 13, 2026, 7:30pm-9:30pm
Join us after the Stations of the
Cross for a fun-filled games night in the Parish Hall! Bring
your favourite board games, a deck of cards or some dice
and teach someone a new game! Bring your own beverages,
drink cups and a snack to enjoy; everyone will be
responsible for their own dishes. We look forward to an
enjoyable evening getting to know fellow parishioners.
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FOR THE \VEEK

Saturday 5:00 pm % Marlene Pereira
March 7t Requested by: The Sousa Family
Sunday 8:00 am & Anthony Abraham
March 8" Requested by: Family
9:30 am & Maurice Marenlette
Requested by: Seraphine Dowd
11:30 am ¥ Jorge Francisco
Requested by: Family
11:30 am For the special intentions of
Marg White-Jacobs
Requested by: Self
Monday 6:30 pm ® Anthony Abraham
March 9t Requested by: Family
6:30 pm T Jorge Francisco
Requested by: Family
Tuesday 6:30 pm ¥ Giao Mai & % Giovanni
March 10t Requested by: Tran & Nyugen Families
6:30 pm * Margarita Martinez
Requested by: Family
Wednesday 5:30 pm Penitential Service, Mass
March 11t Healing Adoration

(THERE WILL BE NO MORNING MASS ON WED.— MASS WILL BE
CELEBRATED IN THE EVENING AT THE RETREAT)

Thursday 9:30 am T Lawrence & Davis Kim
March 12" and Family

Requested by: Anna Kim
Friday 9:30 am T Fred Aloise & Family
March 13t Requested by: Maria Aloise

9:30 am T Susan Elizabeth Brown
Requested by: Susan & Bill Mays

9:30 am ¥ Paul Prior
Requested by: Suzanne Prior

9:30 am For the special intentions of
Doug Cole
Requested by: Gina Paquete
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WELCOME WEDNESDAY is
cancelled for this week but will resume on
March 18™.

LENTEN CONFESSIONS
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered on:
Thursday, March 26 starting at 6:00 pm.
All three of our priests will be available to hear
\ Confessions on that day.

Majestic Britain Our next Parish trip

AN INCREDIBLE JOURNEY THROUGH will take place
THE UNITED KINGDOM September 12th - 24th.

Join us as we tour England, Wales, Scotland, Northern
Ireland and Dublin. If you would like more
information, please call the office. Once we have a list
of people who are seriosuly interested, we will
schedule a information evening with Intersight Tours.

The St. Mary's Knights of Columbus invite you to *Voices &
Vision”, a community celebration of women. This event will
be held on Sunday, March 8t from 1:00pm - 7:00pm at
Columbus Hall, 93 Berczy St. Barrie. This is a free event, all
are welcome.

The Stations of the Cross
Join us for The Stations of the Cross devotion
on Friday evenings at 7:00 pm. during Lent.
The Stations of the Cross will take place Friday, March 13th
and will be led by the Knights of Columbus. Please join us
at 6:00 pm for a simple dinner of soup and bread.

There will be NO gathering for the Blessed is She
womens group this month.

#. 4 YOUTH NEWS - MARCH SCHEDULE 4 #

~ Holy Seeds
% Friday, March 20th
@ 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

¥ Growing in Grace
%% Saturday, March 21st
® 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Stations of the Cross - Youth Led
% Friday, March 27th
@ 6:00-8:00 PM

® Rooted Youth
% Saturday, March 28th
@® 3:30 PM - 6PM
© Social in the church hall before Mass

We can’t wait to see all of our youth there! Bring a friend!

e T FELLOWSHIP

‘&\ Join us after the 9:30am & 11:30am Masses for
i refreshments and the get to know your priests

and fellow parishoners. This weeks hosts are volunteers

from the parish. We hope to see you there!

Please pray for the souls of:

+ Ana Dias /{r/“
* Ricardo Kamiya /
+ Laura Zanchetta .

Please pray for those who-awve sick:

Tony Pereira, Chiara Basile, Jen
D McMorrow, Augusto Feltracco & David
Gatt
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. Arne e & Expedia Cruises
Fhone: 7o pa Air, Land & Sea Vacations
Our expertise. © 5 X ©
Your peace of mind. 0 + 50 Raymond Haggan
== . B CWL. ‘ Uty v
®  Welcoming nawmembers! www.expediacruises.ca/Raymond Haggan
= Contact: Hecen Russett | email: rhaggan@expediacruises.com
eal Estate - Wilis an etates{Cononate b05726 8007208 Office: (705) 727-7681 Ext.187
Maria Hardie II Susan van Amelsvoort $PRRI F I’lL
Board Trustee Board Trustee FARMS
Barrie Wards 6-10 Barrie Wards 1-5 Ehenbweal, Live grea,
705.722.3555, €Xk 468 705.722.3555, exf. 347] 2o __:___:__;—_:
Serving Barrie & surrounding areas
5olland | ASSOCIa * Professional Painters

Fun:ral and Crcma(lan
Services Inc.

—

600-55 Cedar Pointe Drive
Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7
Phone: 705 728-8282

Fax: 705 728-8238
info@legacyfuneral.ca

Matt Drury

Funeral Director/Owner

Knights of Columbus
Council 10370

Contact:
Jim Smith - Grand Knight
705-970-8013

* Driveway snow removal
» Home improvements / repairs  + Junk removal service

416.550.6423 www.cthandyman.ca
KAREN E. JOKINEN LL.B
Certified Specialist in Criminal Law

35 Clapperton St.
barriecriminallaw.com 705-720-111

2 L §T. MARYS CATHOLIC CEMETERY

208 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie 705-726-393|

www.catholic-cemeteries.com
In keeping with your Catholic Faith

il

Bobby Kurian
Sales Representative
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Cell: 705-500-3332
Office: 905-268-1000
bob.kurian@gmail.com
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The water at our church is provided by

/) Aquamart
Yours ¢an be too!
705-721-4060
aquamart.ca

|BK0 705 722- 720i
ROOMS FOR RENT

Family Home
Quiet Neighbourhood
Rosary Prayed Daily
249-880-7200

Lakeside
Retirement

) Retir
Respite stays available
985 Innisfil Beach Road.
Innisfil, ON
Call today to book a Tour

705-431-8105

ENAJONES

Al Jones, creciuicon
Certified Financial Planner
Chartered Life Underwriter
Member of Advocis

Specializing in Tax Efficient

Estate Planning

Office: 705.721.0450
www.aljoneswealth.ca

Your Dreams. Your Goals. Your Plan.



