ST. JOHN VIANNEY
CONNECTIONS

OUR MISSION

As followers of Jesus Christ, and as full members of the Roman Catholic Church, we, the Parish

Community of St. John Vianney, joyfully proclaim our Savior risen.

Through prayer and sacramental celebration of life in Jesus, we join as co-creators in his mission of
Justice and peace, through the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.

OUR PARISH TEAM

PASTOR

Fr. Joshy George C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 202
JoshyGeorge@archtoronto.org

ASSOCIATE PASTORS

Fr. Arun Davis C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 212
ADavis@archtoronto.org

Fr. Eduardo Lopez
705-726-8007
ELopez@archtoronto.org

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE

Paul LaPlume
705 726-8007 Ext 204
PLaplume@archtoronto.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS

Wendy Gordanier
705-726-8007 Ext 201
WGordanier@archtoronto.org

Anita Curran
705-726-8007 Ext. 203
ACurran@archtoronto.org

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Marilyn Reesor
705-726-8007 Ext 206
MReesor@archtoronto.org

YOUTH MINISTER

Kelly Luvisotto
705-726-8007 Ext 205
KLuvisotto@archtoronto.org
CONTACT US
Phone: 705-726-8007
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CELEBRATION
OF THE
EUCHARIST

Sunday
8:00am 9:30am &
11:30am

Monday & Tuesday
7:00pm
Wednesday - Friday
9:30am

Saturday
5:00pm

=

CELEBRATION OF
RECONCILIATION

Saturday
4:00pm - 4:45pm
(and after our
Weekday Masses)

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm

Email: stjohnvianneyba@archtoronto.org Closed from 12:00pm - 1:00pm for lunch

“*Emergency due to death or serious illness, press 9.

13 Baldwin Lane, Barrie, ON, L4N 2W1 www.stjohnvianneyba.archtoronto.org



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

RETURN TO THE FATHER: A LENTEN
JOURNEY FROM FALL TO REDEMPTION

Dear Parishioners of St. John Vianney, Barrie,

The First Sunday of Lent places before us a profound
spiritual contrast; a garden and a desert, disobedience
and obedience, loss and restoration. Through these
sacred texts, the Church invites us to examine the human
condition and, more importantly, to contemplate the
triumph of Christ.

In the Book of Genesis, we hear that “the Lord God
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life.” Humanity is created
not merely to exist, but to live in communion with God.
The tragedy of the fall is not simply the eating of
forbidden fruit; it is the breakdown of trust. The serpent’s
subtle question, “Did God say...?” plants suspicion in the
human heart. Sin begins when we doubt the goodness of

God.

This ancient narrative speaks directly to our present
reality. Temptation today rarely appears dramatic; it is
often quiet, persuasive, and reasonable. It invites us to
prioritize comfort over conviction, pride over humility,
independence over obedience. Whether in family life,
professional responsibilities, parish ministry, or personal
struggles, we encounter moments when we are tempted
to trust our own judgment above the Word of God.

The Catechism teaches that humanity was created in
original holiness and justice, destined for divine
friendship. Lent confronts us with this truth; our
restlessness is not solved by self-sufficiency but by
returning to God.

The Gospel presents the New Adam, Jesus Christ, in the
desert. Where Adam failed amid abundance, Christ
remains faithful in deprivation. Each temptation in
Matthew’s Gospel challenges Jesus to misuse His identity
and power. Yet His response is unwavering, “It is
written.” The Son of God anchors Himself in the Father’s
will.

Saint Paul, in Romans, proclaims the heart of the
Christian mystery, “Just as by one man’s disobedience
the many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience
the many will be made righteous.” Christ does not merely
undo Adam’s sin; He inaugurates a new humanity. Lent
is not a season of self—improvement; it is a season of
participation in the victory of Christ.

How then shall we live this holy season fruitfully.

First, deepen your life of prayer. The desert was a place
of communion between the Son and the Father. Prayer is
not optional for the Christian; it is essential. Whether

through daily Scripture reading, Eucharistic Adoration,
the Rosary, or silent meditation, prayer reorders our
hearts. It restores trust where suspicion once lingered.

Second, return wholeheartedly to the Sacraments. The
Sacrament of Reconciliation renews the grace of Baptism;
it heals what sin wounds. The Eucharist strengthens us
with the very life of Christ. Saint Thomas Aquinas called
the Eucharist the sacrament of love and unity. In a
fragmented world, we are healed at the altar.

Third, embrace fasting and almsgiving with intention.
These are not empty disciplines; they are expressions of
freedom. By fasting, we master our appetites. By giving,
we reflect the generosity of God. Lent trains the heart to
choose what is eternal over what is passing.

As a parish community, we are blessed with a particular
opportunity for renewal. From March 9 to 11 at 6:30 pm,
we will host our Lenten Retreat here at St. John Vianney
Parish. The retreat will be preached by Rev. Dr. Roy, a
gifted and experienced missionary preacher who
proclaims the Gospel with depth and clarity across the
world. I strongly encourage every member of our parish,
families, youth, seniors, ministry leaders, to participate
fully in these evenings of grace. Let these days become a
moment of spiritual awakening, interior healing, and
renewed commitment.

Lent is not about returning to religious routine; it is about
returning to relationship. It is about rediscovering who
we are in Christ. The desert prepares us for Easter;
discipline prepares us for joy; surrender prepares us for
resurrection.

May this holy season lead us closer to the Lord through
prayer, the Sacraments, and sincere conversion of heart.
As we walk together toward Easter, may we do so with
confidence in the mercy of God and with renewed zeal for
holiness.

With prayerful blessings,

Fr. Joshy George

Pastor, St. John Vianney Parish, Barrie

The St John Vianney Catholic
Women’s League monthly
general meeting will take place
this Tuesday evening February
24th at 7 pm starting with
Mass and the installation of
the new executive followed by
the meeting. All women of the parish are invited
to join.




FEBRUARY 22rd 2026

Saturday 5:00 pm & Stephen Roach
February 21 Requested by: Sheeley Smith
Sunday 8:00 am ¥ Lawrence & David Kim
February 22"  and Family

Requested by: Anna Kim

9:30 am For the special intentions of

Annette Bellamy

Requested by: Seraphine Dowd

11:30 am ¥ Fred Aloise & Family

Requested by: Maria Aloise
Monday 7:00pm & Maria Thuy Mai &
February 23 i Joseph Hien Tran

Requested by: Tran & Nyugen Families
Tuesday 7:00 pm ¥ Ana Miriam De Montes
February 24t Requested by: Family

7:00 pm ¥ Marilza Judith Lazaro

Alcantara

Requested by: Jennifer Ortega

7:00 pm T Gord Nixon

Requested by: The Abspoel Family
Wednesday 9:30 am w Larry White
February 25% Requested by: The White Family
Thursday 9:30 am % Philip & Cecile Roy
February 26 Requested by: Colette Henderson
Friday 9:30 am @ Cherian Thomas
February 27 Requested by: Amala Paul
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FOR THE WEEK

Lenten
RETREAT

— 2026

Come and experience a retreat that allows the
light of Christ to touch your heart, leading you
to forgiveness, freedom, and healing.

March 09

HOLY MASS | TALK |

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Monday | 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

ch 10

| TALK | EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

jay | 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

arch 11

e IAL SERVICE | HOLY MASS | HEALING ADORATION
- Wednesday | 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM

John Vianney Parish
dwin Ln, Barrie, On L4N 2W1
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ki :4% ] World Day of Prayer Nigeria will take

, place on Friday, March 4. 2026. You are
k M invited to join in this year's prayer service
Ut . at Collier Street Untied Church. The
service starts at 2:.00pm and will be followed by

refreshments.
“I will give you rest: Come” Matthew 11:28-30

Parish Games Night - Friday,
&% &4 45 March 13, 2026, 7:30pm-
N8 .N.U 9:30pm

Join us after the Stations of the Cross for a fun-filled
games night in the Parish Hall! Bring your favourite board
games, a deck of cards or some dice and teach someone a
new game! Bring your own beverages, drink cups and a
snack to enjoy; everyone will be responsible for their own
dishes. We look forward to an enjoyable evening getting
to know fellow parishioners.

Youth News

FAITH OVER FROST
Coldest Night of the Year Walk - Youth Haven
-Join us in support of Youth Haven and local youth.
-When: Saturday, February 28
-Where: 70 Collier St., Barrie
-4:00 PM Check-In | 5:00 PM Walk
-No registration fee — donations appreciated!
-Kelly will be in the Church Hall after the 9:30 AM
and 11:30 AM Masses to answer questions.

Join us for The Stations of the Cross devotion on

Friday evenings at 7:00 pm. during Lent. The
Stations of the Cross will take place Friday, February 27t and
will be led by the Blessed is She group. Please join us at 6:00
pm for a simple dinner of soup and bread.

® p ) WELCOME WEDNESDAY

N Please join wus at our Welcome
Wednesday Drop-In for fun activities,
plenty of conversation and refreshments. We meet
every Wednesday from 10:00 am — 1:00 pm.

I The Stations of the Cross

V.C e @iala

R L0 FELLOWSHIP

@ "' Join us after the 9:30am & 11:30am
*  Masses for refreshments and the get to
know your priests and fellow parishoners. This weeks
hosts are volunteers from the parish. We hope to see
you there!

1 Please pravy for those who-are sick:
Augusto Feltracco and David Gatt
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. Arne e & Expedia Cruises
Fhone: 7o pa Air, Land & Sea Vacations
Our expertise. © 5 X ©
Your peace of mind. 0 + 50 Raymond Haggan
== . B CWL. ‘ Uty v
®  Welcoming nawmembers! www.expediacruises.ca/Raymond Haggan
= Contact: Hecen Russett | email: rhaggan@expediacruises.com
eal Estate - Wilis an etates{Cononate b05726 8007208 Office: (705) 727-7681 Ext.187
Maria Hardie II Susan van Amelsvoort $PRRI F I’lL
Board Trustee Board Trustee FARMS
Barrie Wards 6-10 Barrie Wards 1-5 Ehenbweal, Live grea,
705.722.3555, €Xk 468 705.722.3555, exf. 347] 2o __:___:__;—_:
Serving Barrie & surrounding areas
5olland | ASSOCIa * Professional Painters

Fun:ral and Crcma(lan
Services Inc.

—

600-55 Cedar Pointe Drive
Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7
Phone: 705 728-8282

Fax: 705 728-8238
info@legacyfuneral.ca

Matt Drury

Funeral Director/Owner

Knights of Columbus
Council 10370

Contact:
Jim Smith - Grand Knight
705-970-8013

* Driveway snow removal
» Home improvements / repairs  + Junk removal service

416.550.6423 www.cthandyman.ca
KAREN E. JOKINEN LL.B
Certified Specialist in Criminal Law

35 Clapperton St.
barriecriminallaw.com 705-720-111

2 L §T. MARYS CATHOLIC CEMETERY

208 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie 705-726-393|

www.catholic-cemeteries.com
In keeping with your Catholic Faith

il

Bobby Kurian
Sales Representative

e ) A
o iProRealty
-

Cell: 705-500-3332
Office: 905-268-1000
bob.kurian@gmail.com
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The water at our church is provided by

/) Aquamart
Yours ¢an be too!
705-721-4060
aquamart.ca

|BK0 705 722- 720i
ROOMS FOR RENT

Family Home
Quiet Neighbourhood
Rosary Prayed Daily
249-880-7200

Lakeside
Retirement

) Retir
Respite stays available
985 Innisfil Beach Road.
Innisfil, ON
Call today to book a Tour

705-431-8105

ENAJONES

Al Jones, creciuicon
Certified Financial Planner
Chartered Life Underwriter
Member of Advocis

Specializing in Tax Efficient

Estate Planning

Office: 705.721.0450
www.aljoneswealth.ca

Your Dreams. Your Goals. Your Plan.



