ST. JOHN VIANNEY
CONNECTIONS

OUR MISSION

As followers of Jesus Christ, and as full members of the Roman Catholic Church, we, the Parish
Community of St. John Vianney, joyfully proclaim our Savior risen.

Through prayer and sacramental celebration of life in Jesus, we join as co-creators in his mission of

Jjustice and peace, through the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.

OUR PARISH TEAM

PASTOR

Fr. Joshy George C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 202
JoshyGeorge@archtoronto.org

ASSOCIATE PASTORS

Fr. Arun Davis C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 212
ADavis@archtoronto.org

Fr. Eduardo Lopez
705-726-8007
ELopez@archtoronto.org

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE

Paul LaPlume
705 726-8007 Ext 204
PLaplume@archtoronto.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS

Wendy Gordanier
705-726-8007 Ext 201
WGordanier@archtoronto.org

Anita Curran
705-726-8007 Ext. 203
ACurran@archtoronto.org

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Marilyn Reesor
705-726-8007 Ext 206
MReesor@archtoronto.org

YOUTH MINISTER

Kelly Luvisotto
705-726-8007 Ext 205
KLuvisotto@archtoronto.org
CONTACT US
Phone: 705-726-8007
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CELEBRATION
OF THE
EUCHARIST

Sunday
8:00am 9:30am &
11:30am

Monday & Tuesday
7:00pm
Wednesday - Friday
9:30am

Saturday
5:00pm
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CELEBRATION OF
RECONCILIATION

Saturday
4:00pm - 4:45pm
(and after our
Weekday Masses)

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm

Email: stjohnvianneyba@archtoronto.org Closed from 12:00pm - 1:00pm for lunch

***Emergency due to death or serious illness, press 9.

13 Baldwin Lane, Barrie, ON, L4N 2W1 www.stjohnvianneyba.archtoronto.org



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

A LIGHT FOR ALL
NATIONS, A STAR
FOR OUR JOURNEY

'lv—;p"lp'l'm\n\v

Dear Parish Family of St. John Vianney,

On this beautiful Solemnity of the Epiphany of the
Lord, the Church invites us to lift our eyes and hearts
to a mystery filled with light, movement, and promise.
Epiphany means manifestation, the revealing of God’s
saving love, not to a chosen few alone, but to all
peoples, all cultures, all hearts searching for meaning.
What began quietly in Bethlehem is now proclaimed
boldly to the world.

The prophet Isaiah announces with joy, “Arise, shine,
for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you” (Isaiah 60:1). This is not merely poetic
language; it is a divine summons. God’s light does not
remain distant or decorative. It rises upon a people
who have known darkness, confusion, and waiting.
The vision Isaiah paints is deeply human and deeply
hopeful. Nations walking toward light, families
bringing their treasures, sons and daughters returning
home. In every age, including ours, God is at work
gathering what is scattered, healing what is broken,
and illuminating what seems lost.

We see this promise fulfilled in the Gospel as the Magi
journey from afar, guided by a star, drawn not by
certainty but by longing. They were scholars, seekers,
foreigners, outsiders to the covenant, yet God spoke
their language and met them on their road. Their
journey mirrors so many lives today, parents searching
for hope for their children, young people discerning
their future, elders reflecting on life’s meaning,
individuals carrying questions about faith, suffering,
and belonging. The Epiphany assures us that God
meets us where we are, not where we think we should
be.

Saint Matthew tells us that when the Magi saw the
child with Mary his mother, “they knelt down and
paid him homage” (Matthew 2:11). Their wisdom led
them not to pride but to humility. Their gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh reveal profound truth. Gold
acknowledges Christ as King, frankincense proclaims
him as God, and myrrh foreshadows his saving
sacrifice. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches that in the Epiphany, “the Church celebrates
the manifestation of Jesus to the Gentiles” (CCC 528).
This feast proclaims that no one is excluded from
God’s saving plan.

Saint Paul, writing to the Ephesians, makes this truth
unmistakably clear. He speaks of the mystery now
revealed, that the Gentiles are “members of the same
body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel” (Ephesians 3:6). What was once
hidden is now made known. God’s family is wider
than imagined, more inclusive than expected, and
richer because of its diversity. In a world often marked
by division, fear of difference, and exclusion, Epiphany
stands as a quiet yet powerful proclamation of unity in
Christ.

Pastorally, this feast speaks tenderly to our present
moment. Many today feel like travelers, navigating
uncertainty, change, and loss. Some carry the quiet
weight of grief, others the anxiety of economic
pressures, family tensions, or questions of faith. Like
the Magi, we may not always know the destination, but
we are invited to keep moving, to keep watching for
the star. Pope Benedict XVI once reflected that the Magi
teach us that faith is a journey guided by God’s light,
requiring courage, humility, and perseverance.

Epiphany also challenges us. Having encountered
Christ, the Magi return home “by another road”
(Matthew 2:12). An encounter with Jesus always
changes our direction. We cannot remain the same
once we have seen his light. For families, this may
mean choosing patience over impatience, forgiveness
over resentment, prayer over distraction. For young
people, it may mean trusting God’s call even when the
path is unclear. For our parish community, it means
becoming a light for others, welcoming the stranger,
caring for the vulnerable, and witnessing to hope in
everyday acts of love.

Dear friends, the light of Epiphany still shines. It shines
in our Eucharistic celebration, in the Word proclaimed,
in the quiet fidelity of daily faith. It shines when we
choose kindness, seek justice, and walk together as one
body in Christ. As Saint John Chrysostom beautifully
preached, “The Magi adored Christ, not because they
saw a king on a throne, but because they recognized
God in humility.” May we too recognize him, in
simplicity, in one another, and in the ordinary
moments of our lives.

May this feast renew our courage to arise and shine, to
follow the star God places before us, and to become, for
our world, a reflection of Christ’s light.

With prayerful blessings,
Fr. Joshy George CMI
Pastor, St. John Vianney Parish, Barrie
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FOR THE WEEK

Saturday 5:00 pm ¥ Larry White
January 3" Requested by: The White Family
Sunday 8:00 am T Peter & Dorothy Prior

January 4™ Requested by: Suzanne Prior

9:30 am % Joaquim Da Costa e Silva
Requested by: Family

11:30 am For the special intentions of
Andrew Son
Requested by: The Son Family

Monday 7:00 pm ¥ Barbara Yorke
January 5™ Requested by: Anne Marie Hawke

Tuesday 7:00 pm For the intentions of
January 6™ Barbara Hargrave & Family
Requested by: Helen & John Russell

9:30 am ¥ Davis Kim
Requested by: Anna Kim

Wednesday
January 7%

Thursday
January 8™

9:30 am % Fred Aloise & Family
Requested by: Maria Aloise

Friday 9:30 am % Frank Manieri
January 9™ Requested by: Kevin & Laurie Brown
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AR It's time to start using your 2026
6‘7 Envelopes. Boxes are available for
pickup in the vestibule. Please ensure
you put your name and address on the
first 3 envelopes beginning January 1sf, 2026.
PLEASE DISCARD ANY UNUSED 2025 ENVELOPES
Thank you for your continued support!

WELCOME WEDNESDAY
Please join us at our Welcome
Wednesday Drop-In for fun activities,
plenty of conversation and refreshments.
| We meet every Wednesday from 10:00 am — 1:00 pm.

Fr. Joshy would like to extend a huge
thank you to the parishioners who
donated towards the purchase of four
new Christmas Trees. The new frees add to
the beauty of the Sanctuary!

7% Youth & Children’s Ministry — Upcoming Dates

Holy Seeds (JK—-Grade 4)
—January 7 ¢ 6:30-7:30 PM

¥~ Growing in Grace (Grade 5-8)
—January 9 ¢ 7:00-8:30 PM

& Rooted Youth (Grade 9-12)
—January 10 ¢ 6:00—-8:00 PM

1078 As the Jubilee Year of Hope
> draws to a close, the Church pauses
not in conclusion, but in renewal. The
closing of the Holy Doors marks the
end of a sacred season in the
Church’s life, yet it does not signal
the end of grace. What is closing is a
special moment in time; what remains open forever is the
heart of our merciful God. As was proclaimed during the
Jubilee’s final days, God’s arms are always open—
welcoming, forgiving, and inviting us to deeper
conversion.

The Jubilee emphasized a central truth of our
faith: Jesus himself is the Jubilee. He is the fulfillment of
God’s promise of freedom, restoration, and new life.
While the Holy Doors may now be closed, Christ
continues to pass through the closed doors of our hearts,
gently knocking, offering mercy, and inviting us to begin
again. The grace encountered during this Holy Year is
meant to shape how we live every ordinary day. “After
the holy doors close, may other doors now open: doors of
homes and oases of peace where dignity may flower
again, where nonviolence is taught, where the art of
reconciliation is learned”. (Pope Leo XIV)

Now we are sent forth as pilgrims of hope. The
Jubilee does not end—it continues wherever forgiveness
is offered, the poor are served, the lonely are
accompanied, and wounds are tended. Each work of
mercy becomes a new crossing into God’s compassionate
love. As a parish community, we are called to carry
forward what we have received: to travel lightly, live
intentionally, and witness boldly to hope in our world.

May the fruits of this Jubilee remain alive among
us, and may we continue our journey with open hearts,
trusting always in the God whose arms are forever open.

Hope
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FELLOWSHIP

Join us after the 9:30am & 11:30am
’ Masses for refreshments and the get to
know your priests and fellow parishoners. This weeks
hosts are member of the parish. We hope to see you
there!

REMEMBRANCE ANNOUNCEMENTS
T Eric Hanson & T Lucy Beauchamp

@ Please pray for those who-awe sick:
‘ Maria Khuyen Hoang




Phone: 705

Our expertise.
Your peace of rmind.

= CWL
Welcoming new members!
> Contact: Bernadette Borysenko
Real Estate ~ Wills and Estates  Corporate b05-726-80[|7x208

Maria Hardie Susan van Amelsvoort

A

Board Trustee Board Trustee

Barrie Wards 6-10 Barrie Wards 1-5

- | -
705.722-3555, €Xk 468 -| I-

Lgacy

Funeral and Cremation
Services Inc.

705.722-3555, %3471

= — —

600-55 Cedar Pointe Drive
Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7
Phone: 705 728-8282

Fax: 705 728-8238
info@legacyfuneral.ca

Matt Drury

Funeral Director/Owner

SRRIE Hy7,

FARMS

Pick local. Live

Knights of Columbus
Council 10370

Contact:
Jim Smith - Grand Knight
705-970-8013

+ Professional Painters
* Home improvements / repairs
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I Serving Barrie & surrounding areas

=
* Driveway snow removal
+ Junk removal service

416.550.6423 www.cthandyman.ca
KAREN E. JOKINEN LL.B
Certified Specialist in Criminal Law

35 Clapperton St.
barriecriminallaw.com 705-720-111

2 L §T. MARYS CATHOLIC CEMETERY

208 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie 705-726-393|
Tl |T www.catholic-cemeteries.com
In keeping with your Catholic Faith

Bobby Kurian
Sales Representative
e

e

iProRealty

Office: 905-268-1000
bob.kurian@gmail.com
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\ Cell: 705-500-3332 '@plumbt@a&

PLUMBING IN(

|®Ki8 705 722-7204

Youn commundty's tussted. funenal providen
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A Adams Funeral Home
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& Cremation Services LR
45 Vincent Stieet Barie,ON 705-728-4344 .
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Respite stays available
985 Innisfil Beach Road.
Innisfil, ON
Call today to book a Tour
705-431-8105

The water at our church is provided by

/) Aquamart

/4 WATER SYSTEMS

Yours ¢can be too!

705-721-4060
aquamart.ca

ENAJONES

Al Jones, creciuicon
Certified Financial Planner
Chartered Life Underwriter
Member of Advocis

Specializing in Tax Efficient
Estate Planning

Office: 705.721.0450
www.aljoneswealth.ca

Your Dreams. Your Goals. Your Plan.



