ST. JOHN VIANNEY
CONNECTIONS

OUR MISSION

As followers of Jesus Christ, and as full members of the Roman Catholic Church, we, the Parish
Community of St. John Vianney, joyfully proclaim our Savior risen.

Through prayer and sacramental celebration of life in Jesus, we join as co-creators in his mission of

Jjustice and peace, through the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.

OUR PARISH TEAM

PASTOR

Fr. Joshy George C.M.I.
705-726-8007 Ext. 202
JoshyGeorge@archtoronto.org

ASSOCIATE PASTORS

Fr. Innocent Okozi
705-726-8007 Ext. 212
I0kozi@archtoronto.org

Fr. Arun Davis C.M.1.
705-726-8007
ADavis@archtoronto.org

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE

Paul LaPlume
705 726-8007 Ext 204
PLaplume@archtoronto.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS

Wendy Gordanier
705-726-8007 Ext 201
WGordanier@archtoronto.org

Anita Curran
705-726-8007 Ext. 203
ACurran@archtoronto.org

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Marilyn Reesor
705-726-8007 Ext 206
MReesor@archtoronto.org

YOUTH MINISTER

Kelly Luvisotto
705-726-8007 Ext 205
KLuvisotto@archtoronto.org

CONTACT US
Phone: 705-726-8007
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CELEBRATION
OF THE
EUCHARIST

Sunday
8:00am 9:30am &
11:30am

Monday & Tuesday
7:00pm
Wednesday - Friday
9:30am

Saturday
5:00pm

'%"?

CELEBRATION OF
RECONCILIATION

Saturday
4:00pm - 4:45pm
(and after our
Weekday Masses)

OFFICE HOURS

Email: stjohnvianneyba@archtoronto.org Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm
“*Emergency due to death or serious illness, press 9. Closed from 12:00pm - 1:00pm for lunch

13 Baldwin Lane, Barrie, ON, L4N 2W1 www.stjohnvianneyba.archtoronto.org



SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

WQ/ SECOND SUNDAY
()ILE% OF LENT
—— MARCH 16, 2025
As we continue our Lenten journey, this Second
Sunday of Lent brings us to the mountaintop of the
Transfiguration. From the darkness of sacrifice to the

brilliance of Christ’s glory, we see a glimpse of the
promise that awaits us if we remain faithful.

A Covenant of Faith and Trust

Our First Reading (Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18) takes us
back to Abraham, our father in faith. God asks him to
look at the stars, a vision of the countless generations
that will come from him. Yet, Abraham and Sarah are
still childless. How could this promise be fulfilled? But
Abraham believes, and “the Lord reckoned it to him as
righteousness” (Gen 15:6). God then seals His promise
with a sacred covenant, an unbreakable bond of divine
faithfulness.

This passage reminds us that God’s promises are not
always fulfilled in the ways we expect, but they are
always true. When we struggle with uncertainty,
when prayers seem unanswered, we are called like
Abraham to trust in God’s timing. Lent is our time to
renew that trust, surrendering our fears to the One
who never fails us.

Citizens of Heaven: Where Is Our True Home?

In the Second Reading (Philippians 3:20—4:1), St.
Paul reminds us: “Our citizenship is in heaven.” This is
a powerful statement in a world that often defines us
by nationality, status, or success. But Paul invites us to
lift our eyes beyond the temporary and to anchor our
hearts in eternity.

Too often, we become fixated on earthly concerns:
finances, careers, social pressures; forgetting that our
ultimate calling is to be with God. This is why Lent is
so vital: it refocuses us on what truly matters. Paul
exhorts us to “stand firm in the Lord” (Phil 4:1),
resisting the temptations that pull us away from our
heavenly calling.

The Transfiguration: A Glimpse of Glory in the
Midst of Struggle

The Gospel (Luke 9:28b-36) brings us to Mount Tabor,
where Jesus is transfigured before Peter, James, and
John. His face shines like the sun, His garments
become dazzling white, and Moses and Elijah appear
beside Him. Then comes the voice from the cloud:
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to Him!”

What is the meaning of this profound moment? Jesus
had just told His disciples that He would suffer and die.
The Transfiguration, then, is God’s reassurance that
suffering is not the final word. Before Jesus endures
the agony of the Cross, the Father reveals His divine

glory.

This is a message for all of us. There are times in life
when we face trials, illness, grief, doubt, or failure. But
like the disciples, God gives us moments of clarity,
glimpses of His love and presence, so that we may
press on in faith. We need those “mountaintop
moments”: times of prayer, grace, and spiritual
renewal, to strengthen us for the journey ahead.

“Listen to Him!” - A Call to Silence and Prayer

The Father’'s command, “Listen to Him,”is an urgent
Lenten invitation. Do we truly listen to Christ? Or are
we too distracted by the noise of our daily lives?

¢ In our prayer life: Do we take time to be still and
hear God’s voice? Silence is the language of God.

¢ In our relationships: Do we listen with love, or do
we react in haste? True listening fosters healing and
understanding.

¢ In our moral choices: Do we listen to the voice of
Christ in our conscience, or do we follow what is
convenient?

St. Teresa of Calcutta once said, “God speaks in the
silence of the heart. Listening is the beginning of
prayer.” This Lent, let us cultivate the habit of listening
to God, to one another, and to the needs of those
around us.

Living the Transfiguration in Daily Life

How do we take the Transfiguration from the
mountain into our daily lives?

1. Stay close to Christ in prayer : Prayer transforms
us. Just as Jesus prayed before His Transfiguration, we,
too, are changed when we spend time with Him.

2. See Christ in others: In the poor, the suffering, the
lonely can we recognize the face of Christ shining
through them?

3. Live with hope: Like Abraham, trust in God’s
promises. Like Paul, remember that our citizenship is
in heaven. Like Peter, James, and John, do not let fear
keep you from following Christ.

As we continue through Lent, let us take the Father’s
words to heart: “Listen to Him. "May we listen in
silence, in Scripture, in the Eucharist, and in the cries
of those in need. And may we, through prayer and
trust, be transformed into the people God calls us to be.

Blessings on your Lenten journey,
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Saturday
March 15"

Sunday
March 16"

Monday
March 17t

Tuesday
March 18"

Wednesday
March 19t

Thursday
March 20t

Friday
March 21t

FOR THE WEEK

5:00 pm For the People of the
Parish

8:00 am T John Paul Dempsey
Requested by: Ursula Dempsey

8:00 am T George Francisco
Requested by: Family

9:30 am * Pawel & Paula
Zorowski
Requested by: Andy Fuks

9:30 am T Elizabeth Haas
Ortega
Requested by: Family

11:30 am ¥ Fred Aloise
Requested by: Maria Aloise

7:00 pm ® William Hawrish
Requested by: Fred & Hazel Hawrish

7:00 pm ® Conrad Zarzycki
Requested by: Family

7:00 pm  Blazenka Skracic
Requested by: Zdenko Skracic

7:00 pm 7 Ottilie & Deedee
Mieschke
Requested by: Conrad Mieschke

9:30 am ® For the deceased
members of the Knights of
Columbus

9:30 am = Bridget Prior
Requested by: Suzanne Prior

9:30 am = Everdina Robinson
Requested by: Fred & Hazel Hawrish

9:30 am ® Karl Amm
Requested by: Fred & Hazel Hawrish

9:30 am T Joseph & Josephine Pace
Requested by: Lorriane Pace

RARPEACPEPRPEPEPED W PR R EP PR

General Meetings are held on the
2"d Monday of each month. We
meet in the Parish Hall after the
7:00pm Mass. New members are
always welcome.

LENTEN CONFESSIONS

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
offered on:
Thursday, April 3" starting
at 6:00 pm.
All three of our priests will be available to hear
confessions on that day.

WELCOME WEDNESDAY

GUEST Please join us at our Welcome
SPEAKE Wednesday Drop-In for videos, activities
and plenty of conversation. We meet

every Wednesday from 10:00 am — 1:00 pm.

As you know, we are celebrating a Jubilee Year -
Pilgrims of Hope. If you are interested in learning more
about what that means and how you can participate fully,
please join us on Wednesday, March 26" as we welcome
long time parishioner, Stephanie Maher to educate us
about this very special event.

V?’ - Q The CWL Crafters are looking for
donations of buttons, metal jar lids, and
bits and bobs of jewelry. There will be
small collection bins available in the
foyer before all the Masses. All adults are welcome to
join the Crafters on Tuesdays from 9am-12pm. Those
attending are encouraged to bring a snack for
themselves or one to share with the group.

calling all
crafters

The Stations of the Cross

Join us for The Stations of the Cross
devotion on Friday evenings at 7:00 pm.
during Lent. The Stations of the Cross will
take place Friday March 21*° and will be led by the
Members of the Choir.

We invite you to join us at 6:00 pm for a simple
meal of soup and bread.

ng Please join us after the 9:30 am &
“ 11:30 am Masses for Fellowship.
j‘@ - This week’s hosts are members of

Fellowship  the parish.

REMEMBRANCE ANNOUNCEMENT

¥ Elizabeth Haas Ortega 1w George Fransisco
1 Robert Irvine

Please pray for those who-ave sick:

Bob Westhaver, Patrick Quinn, Nicole
8\ Quinn & Rebecca Gibbs




Our expertise.
Your peace of mind.

Real Estate - Wills and Estates - Corporate

C.W.L.

Welcomes New Member

Contact: Bernadette Borysenko

705-726-8007 x208

Maria Hardie Susan van Amelsvoort

Board Trustee Board Trustee

Barrie Wards 6-10 Barrie Wards 1-5

Fun:ml and Crcma(lan
Services Inc.

705.722.3555, %468 705.722.3555, exf. 347]

—

Matt Drury 600-55 Cedar Pointe Drive
Funeral Director/Owner Barrie, Ontario L4N 5R7
Phone: 705 728-8282
Fax: 705 728-8238
info@legacyfuneral.ca
Iron Tree Dojo Dan Carell, RMT
Sensei Dan, 4" Degree Registered Massage Therapis'
Karate - Kung Fu-Jujutsu ~ Weekends by Appointment
info@irontreedojo.ca im‘o@dancarellrmt ca
r 7 Tiffin nit10-

i L ST MARY'S CATHOLIC CEMETERY

-| |- 208 Sunnidale Rd., Barrie 705-726-393|

www.catholic-cemeteries.com
In keeping with your Catholic Faith

RRIE
SMEARMS

Pick local. Live green.

Knights of Columbus
Council 10370

Contact:
Jim Smith - Grand Knight
705-970-8013

c I B Y
Serving Barrie & surrounding areas

* Professional Painters * Driveway snow removal
* Home improvements / repairs  + Junk removal service

416.550.6423 www.cthandyman.ca
KAREN E. JOKINEN LL.B
Certified Specialist in Criminal Law

35 Clapperton St.
barriecriminallaw.com 705-720-111

Bobby Kurian
Sales Representative

iProRealty
-

Cell: 705-500-3332
Office: 905-268-1000
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bob.kuri il. |
o urlan@g":l com |BEIQ 705) 722-7204
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AL(>, HANDYMAN

Electrical

ance Installation

GERRY COLLINGBOURNE

Sales Representative

Celt 705.440.6133
1ee. 866-871-1151
fmal gerryc@sutton.com
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uamart

WllTER SYSTEMS

Yours ¢can be too!

705-721-4060
aquamart.ca

smart Home Inslallation
Qs @519 402-8821
) ) D
i ope d. 70 b
Lakeside
Retirement

\)

Respite stays available

985 Innisfil Beach Road.
Innisfil, ON

AT INNISFIL

Call today to book a Tour
705-431-8105

ENAJONES

Al Jones, creciuicon
Certified Financial Planner
Chartered Life Underwriter
Member of Advocis

Specializing in Tax Efficient

Estate Planning

Office: 705.721.0450
www.aljoneswealth.ca

Your Dreams. Your Goals. Your Plan.



