St. John Vianney Church

OUR MISSION

As followers of Jesus Christ, and as full
members of the Roman Catholic Church,
we, the Parish Community of St. John
Vianney, joyfully proclaim our Saviour
risen. Through prayer and sacramental
celebration of life in Jesus, we join as
co-creators in his mission of justice and
peace, through the power of the Holy
Spirit for the glory of God.

OUR PARISH TEAM

PASTOR

Fr. Biju Kannampuzha C.M.|

QS 705-726-8007 Ext. 202

& BKannampuzha@archtoronto.org

LAY PASTORAL ASSOCIATE
Paul LaPlume

QS 705 726-8007 Ext 204

&2 plaplume@archtoronto.org

OFFICE ADMINISTRATORS
Karen Price

Q' 705-726-8007 Ext 201

&2 KPrice@archtoronto.org
Wendy Gordanier

QS 705-726-8007 Ext 203

& WGordanier@archtoronto.org

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Marilyn Reesor

Q3 705-726-8007 Ext 206

& MReesor@archtoronto.org

OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:00pm
Closed from 12:00pm - 1:00pm for lunch

13 Baldwin Lane, Barrie, ON, L4N 2W1
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CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Tuesday - Friday @ 9:30am
Saturday @ 5:00pm
Sunday @ 9:30am & 11:30am

Y

CELEBRATION OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday @ 4:00pm - 4:45pm
Sunday @ 10:45am - 11:15am

A
CONTACT US
Phone: 705-726-8007
Fax: 705-726-4543

Email: stjohnvianneyba.archtoronto.org
***Emergency due to death or serious illness, press 9.

www.stjohnvianneyba.archtoronto.org



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE BIGGER BARNS THEORY

Have you ever thought: "If | won the lottery, I'd
give a lot of the money away?" Maybe we would
give a lot away if we ever struck it rich. We are
Christians, after all, and we know it's our
responsibility to share our blessings with others.
On the other hand, maybe we wouldn’t give too
much away if we found ourselves flush with cash,
even if we had intended to do so in the first place.
Because studies have shown that having money
can easily blind and desensitize us to the needs
of others and turn us into very selfish people. We
don’t even have to have money for it to affect us
in this way. Simply being preoccupied by
the thought of money, and wanting to use it for
power, control, or to acquire things beyond our
basic needs, can have the same negative effect.

In today’s gospel, Jesus warns us against falling
into this trap. In a parable, he spoke of a rich man
whose farmland had produced a rich harvest. He
had far more than he needed for himself. "So
many good things stored up for many years,” he
said. But he made no mention of wanting to
share with those who had less than he did.
Instead, his intentions were purely selfish- to
"eat, drink, and be merry." Some people might
have considered this man to be fortunate! But in
God’s eyes, to use Jesus’ exact word, he was a
"fool."

This man never did "eat, drink, and be merry,"
because he died before he had the chance. But
had he lived, one wonders if he truly would have
been "merry." He thought that his wealth would
translate into future happiness. But whether it
would have remains an open question. Money
and happiness don't always go hand in hand. It's
true that not having money can lead to
unhappiness. Poverty brings with it terrible
stresses and frustrations. But study after study
has shown that, after a person has enough money
to meet their basic needs, increases in income
and wealth do not automatically lead to
increased happiness and life satisfaction.

Just consider the Canada since World War IIL.
The standard of living has increased
dramatically. Inflation adjusted income has
nearly tripled, & the size of the typical house has
almost doubled. Nevertheless, we're not a

happier nation. In fact, clinical depression is
several times more common today than thirty
years ago. Part of this has resulted from rising
expectations about what we think we should
have in terms of possessions. As the people
around us have more and more, we ourselves
want and expect more and more. We judge what
we have, not by asking if our needs are met, but
by comparing ourselves to those around us. We
tend not to ask, "Does my house meet my needs?"
but "Is my house nicer than my neighbor’s?"
Psychologists call this "reference anxiety." The
rest of us call it "keeping up with the Joneses."

And keeping up with the Joneses, who
themselves are trying to keep up with other
Joneses, can take a terrible toll on us. For
instance, we stop feeling grateful for what we
have, because we're too focused on getting the
things we don’t have. We work longer hours,
making us tired and stressed, and keeping us
from the things that really will make us happy,
like family, friends, positive leisure activities,
helping others, and developing our relationship
with God. In an ironic way, our high standard of
living in Canada may actually be a barrier to
finding real happiness. Mother Teresa once
stated the problem very well. She said, "When the
desire for money comes, with it comes the desire
for the things money can provide: superfluous
objects, beautiful rooms, luxurious food on our
table, more clothes, admirers, etc. Qur needs
increase, and, because one thing leads to another,
the consequence is endless dissatisfaction.” Her
assessment was echoed in today’s first reading
from Ecclesiastes, which spoke of the futility, or
"vanity,” of spending one’s life by chasing after
wealth.

But how might we, as Christians, approach the
subject of money in a way that’s consistent with
our faith? To begin, we should never forget that
while money makes a good servant, it makes a
very poor master. When money becomes a
preoccupation or all-consuming passion, we're
headed down the wrong path. That’s why St. Paul
had to warn against what he called the "idolatry
of greed" in today's second reading. But how
might money be a servant, instead of a master?
Mother Teresa answered this question when she
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said, "Money is useful only if it is used to spread
the love of Christ." That may sound rather "pie in
the sky," especially when we're paying our utility
bills. But it’s really a very practical outlook which
can radically shape our every purchase or
financial decision. It leads us to ask questions
like, "Why are we doing this?" "What purpose
will this serve?" "What would Jesus do?" or "Will
this help build the kingdom of God?"

How we answer these questions will vary,
depending on our needs and circumstances.
These questions should force to reconsider our
attitudes toward money, our motives when using
money, the distinction between our wants and
our needs, and how our money might help meet
the needs of others. And hopefully our answers
will lead us to use our money in a way that is
pleasing to Christ, and for which he will be
pleased with us. As St. Basil the Great once
wrote, "Your reward for the right use of the
things of the world will be everlasting glory, a
crown of righteousness, and the kingdom of
heaven. God will welcome you; the angels will
praise you, and all men who have existed since
the world began will call you blessed.”

Mass £S23 for the
IntentionsZ %7 Week
Sunday 9:30 am 1 Marg Nixon
July 31= Requested by: The Nixon Family

9:30 am 1 Al Rasevych
Requested by: Linda LaCasse

9:30 am T Arthur & Katherine Sullivan
Requested by: Jean & Wally Plagenz

11:30 am For the special intentions
of Candice DiVito
Requested by: Maria Haride

11:30 am For Deceased members of the 1
Macdonell Family
Requested by: Rosemarie Macdonell

Tuesday 9:30 am For the special intentions of
August 2nd Nyasha Chigwamba

Requested by: Tsungayi Chigwamba
Wednesday 9:30 am t Frank Prior
August 3 Requested by: Suzanne Prior
Friday 9:30 am 1 Marina & Frank Prior
August 5 Requested by: Suzanne Prior
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Introducing . ..

WELCOME WEDNESDAYS
St. John Vianney Parish will begin offering
an intergenerational social event beginning
Wednesday August 3rd. Everyone is welcome to
enjoy conversation in the Parish Hall from 11 am
to 2 pm. Drop in anytime to meet friends, chat, play
cards or games, or try a craft. Bring a lunch and
we’'ll always have desserts, tea, coffee, and cold
drinks available. Depending on interest, some
weeks we may be able to offer morel The video
series “The Chosen” will be shown at 11 for those
who are interested, and lunch will occur around

noon. We'd be pleased to see you therel

F'\V N ANNUAL MASS FOR
FAITHFUL DEPARTED
The Annual Mass for the

Faithful Departed will be celebrated
on Wednesday August 17, 2022
at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s Catholic
Cemetery, 208 Sunnydale Road
Barrie, ON. Most Rev. John A. Boissonneau
will be the celebrant.

There will be no morning Mass at
5t. John Vianney Church on this day.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul would
like some help stocking our food cupboard
in preparation for the new school year.
We will be accepting donations every
Thursday between 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
until the end of August. School snacks,
peanut butter, cereal, coffee, tea, sugar, and toiletries
are always in high demand. Thank you so much for all

you do to support and help us fulfill our Mission.

Please pray for those who are

sick: Elsie Walsh, Sandy
Shetlor, Mary Jane White, Doug
Woolway, Muriel Culshaw,

Silvana Commito, Ornella
Sorensen, Isabel Crickard, and
Tom Hogenbirk.

And for those who have died recently:
T Aldo Vettese
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We Welcome New Clients ¢ Estates Litigation
STECKLEY-GOODERHAM

Bobby Kurian * Real Estate Litigation
FUNERAL HOME

Sales Representative 705-252-6834
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Serving Barrie & surrounding areas

Family Owned & Operated

BARRIE SOUTH BARRIE WEST by Matt Drury + Professional Painters + Driveway snow removal
237 MAPLEVIEWDR.E 490 MAPLEVIEW DR. W www.legacyfuneral.ca = *Home improvements / repairs « Junk removal service

7057226090  705.733.WING (9464) 705.728.8282 416.550.6423 www.cthandyman.ca




